SPRING NEWSLETTER

The old adage that “prevention being better than cure” is still very relevant today.

The cost-effectiveness of an appropriate vaccination programme needs to be evaluated on a farm basis but on almost every occasion vaccination is demonstrated to be a cost-effective action in the presence of infectious diseases of farm animals.

Any vaccine programme must be specific, including precise instructions for use of any particular product and definitions of groups to be vaccinated.

We believe in vaccination and promote the use of vaccines against Leptosporosis, BVD, Lungworm, Clostridial disease, Orf, Rotavirus and now Bluetongue.

Bluetongue Vaccination

A vaccine is the only way that this disease will be controlled.  Restricting movement of animals and application of insecticidal pour-ons or insect repellent products have all been spectacularly unsuccessful at controlling Bluetongue in Northern Europe last summer.  Treatment can only be symptomatic with antibiotic cover and anti-inflammatories.  Response to treatment is often disappointing especially in sheep. (Whats new!)

The benefits of vaccination are:

· Protecting your stock from the immediate impact of Bluetongue (lameness, milk production depressed, weight loss, deaths)

· Reducing risk of abortions, fetal abnormalities, reduced lambing percentage and male infertility problems

· Facilitating movement and trading of vaccinated animals

· Reducing the risk of spreading the disease to the whole of the UK

We would strongly encourage you to vaccinate susceptible livestock as the impact of the arrival of Bluetongue into a “naïve” flock or herd could initially be very serious.  We hope to be able to pre-empt this event by vaccinating local livestock before infected midges become active in the South East again.

Bluetongue Meeting

To this end we are holding a meeting in the new Wales Farm lecture theatre at Plumpton College on Tuesday April 8th in order to clarify vaccination supply arrangements and offer further information and advice on this subject.  Please make a note in your diary of the date (Tuesday 8th April, 2008) and time 12.30 until 1400 hours.  Food will be provided with tea and coffee.  I believe this is the first meeting we have held for all cattle, sheep and goat clients so we do need to know numbers.  If you are able to come please let Jo (Farm Secretary) at the surgery know.

In the meantime we would ask you to register your interest in vaccination by speaking to the surgery and letting us know approximately how many doses you will require when the vaccine does become available (sheep and goats single dose and cattle double dose).  We are compiling a list and will contact those on the list as soon as we have purchased supplies from the veterinary wholesalers (this is likely to be at the end of May).  We aim to finalise this list at the Plumpton meeting in April
If you wish to discuss any other vaccines e.g. Huskvac or Leptavoid, both of which need to be given before turnout, please ring and talk to one of us.

N.B.  We have negotiated (and are passing on) an extra 7% discount on all Leptavoid purchases up to the end of May 2008. 
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